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INTRODUCTION


Years ago, I heard a wonderful preacher, Vance Havner, deliver a sermon at a preachers’ conference. I have never forgotten what he had to say about losing the sense of wonder, our subject for today. I am sure that my sermon will be influenced somewhat by what he had to say. It would be nearly impossible not to be! It was one of the best sermons I ever heard. It reminded me that I must never allow the world and its numbing effect to make me unaware of the greatness of our God. I want to remind you about this today.
I.
WHAT WE SEE TODAY

1.
Look at reality today. 

(1)
We have seen men and women in space and on the moon.

(2)
We have seen war and death all around us.

(3)
We have seen the breakdown of home and society.
2.
Look at reality TV.
(1)
We have seen hatred and violence nightly.

(2)
We have seen promiscuity, pornography, and perversion.

(3)
We have seen nearly everything imaginable and then some.

I wonder what it would take to surprise us. Can we even be surprised by something new nowadays? Is there any wonder why people are living such bored lives? Nothing surprises us! Just what would it take for you to be surprised in worship? At home?
II.
WHAT JESUS SAW THEN
1. Jesus saw little children as children, yet worthy of His blessing (vv. 13-14, 16).

(1)
They live lives full of simplicity and joy—surprised by stories.

(2)
They live lives full of imagination and wonder—surprised by nature.

2.
Jesus saw adults acting like children, or childish (Luke 7:31-34).
(1)
Like spoiled children, when people saw that John the Baptist neither ate bread nor drank wine, they said he was possessed with a demon.

(2)
Like spoiled children, when people saw that Jesus ate bread and drank wine, they said he was “a glutton and a drunkard.”
Spoiled children cannot be satisfied, regardless of what they see or are offered. If the preacher raises his voice, he is too passionate. If he is too soft, he has no spirit. If he moves around, he is too dramatic. If he stands still, he is a mummy. I think you get the idea: Some people will never be satisfied! They are childish!

3.
Jesus saw the need for adults to be child-like (v. 15).

(1)
People need to become like little children, to have a trusting faith in God.

(2)
People need to become like little children, to believe God does what He says.
We have lost the sense of wonder. We have become cynical and calloused. We will believe any lie about another person. However, we will not believe anything good. We have lost the sense of who we are and what God intends for us to be. Like spoiled children, nothing satisfies us! Nothing surprises us! Nothing brings us joy! Tragedy!
CONCLUSION

When we become infected by worldly thinking, we lose the zest, the joy of life. We lose the hopeful expectation of the surprises of life. We no longer see anything surprising in the Bible or in God’s people. Nothing ever surprises us! We are like spoiled children— childish! God does not intend for us to be that way. He wants us to be child-like. We must be child-like in faith to become His child and remain child-like if we are to continue to enjoy being His child. No boredom—thank you! You and I should stand amazed in His presence! Ah! The wonder of it all!
